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Did you know…
that “High-Impact Practices” in the classroom have been shown to have significant bearing on student success in colleges and universities. While the American Association of Colleges and Universities (AA&CU) and the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) often link high-impact practices to the overall experience (four years) in higher education, many of these approaches to engagement are applicable to individual classrooms.  These include intensive and ongoing writing experiences, collaborative assignments, and diversity/global learning projects.

Although these classroom approaches seem diverse, at least on the surface, they share common, and widely tested, elements that help make learning interesting and interactive.  In fact, high-impact practices allow faculty and students to actively pose and solve problems, work together in real-world applications of course concepts, and reflect upon the learning and production process. 

Writing-Intensive Courses 
In these courses, students are asked to create numerous written artifacts across a variety of tasks.  These include the traditional academic essay, but might also use journaling, reflection pieces, and the like to help students explore their thoughts and ideas.  In general, however, writing in these courses, especially for academic papers, is process-oriented. Students are encouraged to produce and revise their written work according to a well-conceived plan that involves idea generation, writing, editing, and final submission.  In these approaches, faculty elongate the process from a single deadline to multiple deadlines where parts of the final project are due, noted, and returned for additional work.

Collaborative Assignments and Projects 
Collaborative learning combines two key goals: learning to work and solve problems in the company of others, and sharpening one’s own understanding by listening seriously to the insights of others, especially those with different backgrounds and life experiences. Approaches range from study groups within a course, to team-based assignments and writing, to cooperative projects and research.
Diversity/Global Learning
In these activities, students are encouraged to explore cultures, life experiences, and worldviews different from their own. These studies—which may address U.S. diversity, world cultures, or both—often explore “difficult differences” such as racial, ethnic, and gender inequality, or continuing struggles around the globe for human rights, freedom, and power.  In many cases, these in-class activities are augmented by community-based experiences that connect classrooms to the neighborhood.
Classroom Tips

· Use a variety of high-impact practices so that students with diverse learning styles and academic expectations have the space to create and learn in ways that comfortable and familiar.

· Create classroom groups that are heterogeneous (interests, abilities, and demographic).

· Identify student interests as they relate to course goals early in the semester.  Use these to plan activities.

· Encourage learners to share their experiences, successes, and setbacks so that a classroom culture of support emerges.

· Consider creating a class Wiki so that learners can share their ideas in an easily accessible online form (set guidelines for use and postings).

Resources

AAC&U: High-impact Educational Practices
https://www.aacu.org/leap/hips
NSSE: High-impact Practices
http://nsse.indiana.edu/html/high_impact_practices.cfm
California State University: High-impact Practices
http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/geengage/high_impact_practices/
LEAP: High-impact Educational Practices
https://keycenter.unca.edu/sites/default/files/aacu_high_impact_2008_final.pdf
Dwight Atkinson: L2 Writing in the Post-process Era (a description and informative critique of process-oriented writing)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1060374302001236
Professional Development Center


William L. White, Director


Faculty Development


SUNY – Buffalo State


1300 Elmwood Avenue


Buffalo, NY  14222-1095


� HYPERLINK "mailto:whitewl@buffalostate.edu" �whitewl@buffalostate.edu�


716-878-3376











